2

[bookmark: _Hlk83746147]QUALITATIVE RESEARCH STUDY
Title: Comparison of the attitudes of students from different socio-economic status and backgrounds of their learning environments in an all-female same sex, all-male same sex, and co-ed classroom. 
Qualitative Purpose Statement
The main purpose for this research is to compare students’ attitudes on their learning environments in a same-sex classroom verses a co-ed classroom. The conclusion will be drawn from interviews and attitude surveys. After giving an attitude survey to students in all three types of classrooms and performing interviews from three different elementary schools. I will then compare the answers of the students from the all-female same-sex classroom, all-male same-sex classroom and a co-ed classroom. 
Qualitative Research Question
Will students from different genders and socio-economic status and backgrounds attitudes be similar or different in a same-sex classroom verses a co-ed classroom about their learning environments?
There should be notable differences in attitudes of students from different classrooms as compared to their gender. According to my expectations as a researcher, students in same-sex classrooms attitudes will be more positive towards a same-sex classroom environment compared to the attitudes of students in a co-ed classroom environment. According to my research, I should also note a difference in attitudes of students based on their socio-economic and economic background. After my research, it can be noted that the single-sex classroom creates opportunities that don't exist in the co-ed classroom. That through these single-sex classrooms teachers can employ strategies in the all-girls classroom, and in the all-boys classroom, which don't work as well (or don't work at all) in the coed classroom and students of the same-sex learn better in a same-sex classroom (Dean, 1998). For students, their socio-economic and economic backgrounds will affect their attitudes on a same-sex classroom verses a co-ed classroom based on their past experiences.
Different economic backgrounds pose different study environments. For students to perform well in class, they should have peaceful minds. Some students from poor economic backgrounds have challenges which interfere with their mental peace. This interference of the mind poses different challenges to these students which at large affect their own performance even in classwork. According to Riordan (1990) he believed that the beneficial effects of single-sex schooling are most impressive for children from underprivileged backgrounds, showing that same-sex classrooms do effect students with different backgrounds and this will be an important part of my study as well. From my research I expect to have difference of opinions in results from the student’s attitude survey and interviews between a same gender classroom and those in a co-ed classroom (Gaber, 2020).
 Same gender classroom students will attain a more positive attitude outcome as compared to students in a co-ed classroom. This is because there are different challenges which students experience while they are in a same gender classroom or in a co-ed classroom. There is more assistance in terms of group work in same gender classrooms as compared to co-ed classrooms. Students from same gender classrooms tend to feel more comfortable around students of the same sex and they perform better when around the same-sex rather than in a co-ed classroom. This is mainly because being with the same gender students, they tend to understand each other well and faster which poses an advantage of faster assistance in terms of classwork compared to those students in a co-ed classroom (Grossberg, 2021). 
Context and Participants
The research will be done in three different inner city elementary schools. An all-female same-sex school, an all-male same-sex school and a co-ed school. As a researcher, I have decided to carry out my research in kindergarten. I will do my research in three different kindergarten classes one from each school containing 20 students from different socio-economic and economic backgrounds. To ensure I get the best from my research, I will use convenience sampling. Convenience sampling works best for this research because the participants are easily accessible and conveniently close as the schools will be in the same city and the students will be at the school and in their classes. 
To ensure there is not any form of biasness, I will ensure all students are given the same attitude survey as well as asked the same interview questions. I will also make sure the students are given adequate time to answer the questions in the interview and that they understand the questions asked in the attitude survey as they are in kindergarten and may not be able to read the questions from the attitude survey yet. For my research to give a fair conclusion, I will work with the teachers in these kindergarten classrooms at these different schools and ensure that there is time to complete these interviews and attitude surveys and that students do not feel rushed and they understand what is being asked of them. 
To come up with the best conclusion after my research, I will compare the answers from the attitude survey. For the interviews I will compile common responses together and compare the other answers to each other from the other questions asked.   
Research Design
I need open-ended data to figure out the attitudes of my students in each will independently collect interview questions by asking each of the 20 students from each kindergarten class 5 interview questions. I will then collect answers from a five-question attitude survey. From these interviews and surveys, I can compare the answers from the all-female same sex classrooms, all-male same sex classrooms and the co-ed classrooms to see if there is a significant difference in answers between the students or if there are common answers between the students. I should be able to draw a conclusion on how students feel in a same-sex classroom verses a co-ed classroom. I will also be able to conclude how different socio-economic and economic backgrounds can affect the attitude of a student in these different classrooms. Overall, from these scores I should also be able to conclude how gender, socio-economic and economic backgrounds affect students’ learning in these different environments and their attitudes towards learning. Qualitative techniques are vital in this research because they will help a researcher to identify the main causes of attitude differences in different classrooms based on gender. 
Data Sources
As a qualitative researcher, I will ensure that my attitude survey has five questions and that my interview questions are five questions long as well. The five-question attitude survey will have a happy face, a neutral face, and a sad face beside the questions. Students will be asked to color in the face that represents how they feel about the question. The following questions will be for the same-sex classrooms: (1) Do you enjoy being in class with all girls/boys? (2) Do you feel that you learn better in your same-sex classroom (all girls or all boy classroom)? (3) Are you glad that your teacher is a female/male? (4) Do you get along with your classmates (all girls/all boys)? (5) Is it easy to learn in a same-sex classroom environment? The following questions will be for the co-ed classroom: (1) Do you enjoy being in a class with girls and boys? (2) Do you feel that you learn better with boys and girls together in the same class as you? (3) Do you like your teacher? (4) Do you get along with your classmates, both girls and boys? (5) Is it easy to learn in a co-ed classroom? For each answer to the attitude survey, I will write in comments if students care to elaborate on their answers. The attitude survey will help lead into the interview questions. 
The interview questions will be for both same-sex and co-ed classrooms. The questions for the interview are: (1) What do you enjoy about learning in your classroom of (all girls, all boys, or both boys and girls)? (2) How well do you learn in your classroom? (3) Are you able to learn and complete projects and group work with your classmates? (4) How does being in a same-sex classroom or co-ed classroom help you learn? (5) Do you feel you learn better with girls or boys in your class with you? Why?
I will ensure that the students understand the questions and are given adequate time to answer them. Then as the researcher I will compare the answers from the surveys and interviews and compile them together to compare and contrast the answers.
Description of the Procedures
	Before conducting this research, I will seek permission and approval from these three different schools to conduct my research and from the parents of these kindergarten students in addition permission from the teachers of these kindergarten classes. I have to use a procedure which will enable every student to willingly and fully participate in this research. I have to ensure that I conduct my study from the beginning of the year to mid-year in all kindergarten classes (Gaber, 2020). This will enable me as the researcher to see if the attitudes change from the beginning of the year to mid-year since it will more than likely be their first school year in a same-sex and co-ed classroom. I will ensure these surveys and interviews are easy for students to understand and are not bias at all. From my obtained data from my interviews and attitude surveys, I will be able to share my data with schools and administrators to show advantages of same-sex classrooms verses co-ed classrooms and how programs can be implemented in schools to help students whom would benefit from these types of learning environments. 
As a researcher, I will draw a conclusion based on the comparison of different genders from my interviews and attitude surveys (Khoshnaw, 2020). I will also, draw conclusions that will be usable to other groups and researchers. I will ensure that my solutions are based on gender, socio-economic, and economic backgrounds.
Positionality
“The term positionality both describes an individual’s world view and the position they adopt about a research task and its social and political context (Holmes & Darwin, 2020, p. 1).” As the researcher in this study, I am wanting to use kindergarten students since this is grade in which I teach and enjoy teaching the most out of all the grade levels I have taught in the past. Kindergarten students to me gain the most knowledge from when the first start school at the beginning of the year to the end of the school year and as a researcher I want to see how being in a same-sex classroom effects their learning compared to a co-ed classroom.
Ethical issues to be considered during data collection
i. One of the most critical ethical issues I will observe is trying as much as possible not to be biased. With the biasness, I insinuate trying as much as I can to let my personal opinions interfere with the whole data collection process as it can give false results in the long run.
ii. For me to ensure I get the correct information I need, I first need to seek permission from the participants parents to make them aware that their child is being involved in a research study. That the research study is voluntary and that they can withdraw their child from the data collection at any particular point without making them feel like they have retaliated.
Researchers’ role in qualitative design
One of my central roles in the qualitative design approach of my research is to attempt to have access to the participants' feelings and thoughts. Furthermore, as a researcher, I also have a responsibility to ensure that the participants' data is safeguarded or does not get into the wrong hands. Additionally, I am served with the responsibility of ensuring that there is no biasness and that higher levels of competency are maintained in the entire process.
A reflection on the pros and cons of using interviews and focus groups to collect data.
Pros
     Both data collection methods help the researcher gain insight into the topic, which is very hard to do with other forms of data collection. Focus groups and individual interviews are easy to set up and are controllable, which makes the researcher's work straightforward because there is a chronological order through which the research questions are answered. I think this reason makes these two methods the best for my research design as compared to other forms of data collection. Another critical thing that I think is important is having accuracy in the data collection process. These two data collections tend to be very accurate. They capture every detail including verbal and non-verbal questions, they capture emotions of the participants, and clarifications can be done in the areas of concern.
Cons
At some point, the face-to-face interviews are hard to arrange and time-consuming. Further, they require a lot of attentiveness so that you can interpret the meaning of some expressions. For example, in my case, I am dealing with minor children, and at some point, they might not fully express their ideas adequately, which makes it hard to make some decisions on given expressions. Or they may be shy and not want to answer the questions or they may not understand the questions fully to be able to answer them to the best of their abilities.
Decision made on the approach to follow for my research
After assessing the two methods available for me, the face-to-face interviews and the focus group, I narrowed it down to using face-to-face interviews and attitude survey. The reason behind choosing an attitude survey is based on the existing research studies which demonstrated that attitude survey can be instrumental in helping school administrators on areas that they can improve based on analysis from student responses on specific question presented in the attitude survey. Essentially, attitude survey is a work bench for modelling and strategizing on changing things that might have been impacting students’ performance in a given subject. For example, in my research, teachers or administrators would wish to know what exactly makes the disparity in performance of mathematics in various contexts; like what makes boys do well in mathematics in a class that has female and male students. Attitude survey for this case will help in giving insights to some of these questions that might arise and help teachers to devise mechanisms to boost students’ performance. The other approach I chose is use of face to face interview.This move was driven by the fact that the kind of people I am dealing with and the talking involved face to face interview would do better because there will be in-depth analysis and interpretation of the verbal and non-verbal signs. Secondly, with a face-to-face interview, I will be able to get higher data insights than the focus group; this is coupled with the ease of coding and even performance of statistical analysis that is the correlation matrix. The third thing with a face-to-face interview is I will be able to reduce biasness compared to the focus group. Being biased is very high with a focus group, and discrimination in research increases the chances of getting false results. Another critical reason for not opting to use a focus group is that the participants can’t share their opinion in a free manner in most cases. You seem to control what they have to say and deny them a chance to express their thinking fully. This translates that it will be hard to get candid opinions on sensitive questions. Lastly, choosing a focus group for my case would mean that I am representing a cross-section of the total population which will be a wrong assumption altogether. This will make it hard for me in assembling the student’s representation having it in mind that at the point that I will be assessing the overall output, any agreement will probably represent a tiny portion of my targeted group; this will make it hard for me to use or rely on focus group results for my result discussions. For these reasons I prefer to use the interviews and attitude surveys.
How to revise my work to ensure a good alignment of all the elements in my research.
Organizing research into a well-structured document is quite a difficult task to do. To ensure I have a proper alignment, I will ensure that my research objectives are consistent with the specific problem that is driving me to get to the study and the knowledge gap my research intends to bridge. Secondly, I will ensure that my research questions are well mapped to the hypothesis tests I plan to use in my research. The third point is to ensure that my research design is arranged correctly to align with my methodology so that I have a chronological flow of ideas I intend to investigate. Lastly, proofreading and counterchecking my analyzed data will be instrumental in ensuring that I have captured the intended point of concern pretty succinctly. 
A reflection on the working process in my research
           Looking back from where the research started, I can say that it takes a lot of effort to develop the right content and what is required for the assessment. However, with the guidance of my instructor, it has turned out to be the most interactive research planning that I have ever done. The instructor has helped me in identifying areas with deficiencies in my report by correcting me and guiding me in adding value to ensure that my final document will be wholesome. Online materials and researches that I have done have also played a pivotal role in shaping me to the path of becoming a good researcher. Conclusively, I can say that the whole process has helped me realize my real potential to conduct extensive research in the future because it has equipped me with the right skills I require.
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